 (Br Heart J 1995;74:522-527) 
for three days after which a further 50 ,ug proteinase K was added to each tube and left to digest for a further 3-4 days. RNA was extracted from the supematant using RNAzol B (Biotex, Houston, Texas) as previously described,"' stored as dry pellets at -70°C, and reconstituted in sterile water immediately before use.
Formalin fixed paraffin embedded sections
Thick sections (10 ,um) were dewaxed by washing twice in octane at room temperature for 30 min with mixing and twice in ethanol.
The sections were dried at 37°C. About 10 ,ug tissue were suspended in 100 ,ul of digestion buffer containing 50 mmol/l TRIS (pH 8 0), 1 mmol/l EDTA, 0 5% Tween 20, and 10 mmol/l vanadyl ribonucleoside complexes (Gibco BRL, Paisley) with nuclease free proteinase K (Sigma) added immediately before use to a final concentration of 200 ug/ml. Samples were incubated at 55°C for 180 min, and then at 99°C for 5 min to inactivate the enzyme. RNA was extracted from the supernatant using RNAzol B. Oligonucleotides- Table 3 shows the oligonucleotide primers used for RT and PCR.
Optimal primer sequences were predicted using OLIGO 4'0 (National Biosciences Plymouth, Minnestota, USA 
'Based on sequence analysis of EVU1/EVD1 nested polymerase chain reaction products. X, not tested. Sequencing reactions were analysed using an ALF automated DNA sequencer (Pharmacia). Sequences were compared with published enterovirus sequences using DNASIS.
Results Table 5 summarises the results of nested PCR amplification of RNA from heart samples from patients and controls. Enterovirus RNA was detected by PCR in five of six patients using both sets of primers in the 5'NTR, and in two of four patients using VP2 pnimers. Two 
